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Gus O’Donnell Visits St John Bosco College
Early this June, staff and students from St John Bosco College
(SJBC) in Battersea welcomed ex-Salesian College pupil Gus
O’Donnell to give tips on making a success of their chosen careers
as well as some enlightening insights into working at the very top
of government.
Now Lord O’Donnell, Gus was born, raised and educated in south
London before reading Economics at Warwick University. A keen
sportsman and a footballer of some distinction, Gus had to face
the realisation that, despite his best efforts, he was never going to
be a professional for his beloved Manchester United. Following his
MPhil from Nuffield College, Oxford, Lord O’Donnell obtained a
PhD from the University of Glasgow.
Lord O’Donnell spoke to Year 12 students as well as our Gifted
and Talented pupils from Year 7 to 10 about his transition from
Economics to Politics and his various roles, from being a lecturer
in Political Economy to joining the Treasury economist, working at
the British Embassy in Washington and then at the International
Monetary Fund. He illustrated to his attentive audience that these
were not necessarily the jobs he always saw himself doing and

described how he found himself in these roles, even when (in
one such instance) he was the least preferred candidate. Lord
O’Donnell expressed the view that sometimes it is how you present
yourself that is important, on top of qualifications and experience,
and explained that: “despite being bottom of the list of applicants,
I was able to persuade my potential employers that I was the right
person for the job.”
Lord O’Donnell served as Permanent Secretary of the UK Treasury
from 2002 to 2005 and as Press Secretary to Prime Minister John
Major from 1990-1994, where he was close to several major
events in British political history. As official spokesman he was
closely involved with the first Iraq War in 1991 and had first-hand
experience of the historic Belfast Agreement, (also known as the
Good Friday Agreement), reached in multi-party negotiations and
signed in 1998. He also recounted the day in 1991 when the
IRA launched homemade mortar shells at 10 Downing Street, in
an attempt to assassinate Mr Major and his War Cabinet. Lord
O’Donnell recounted: “luckily the shells landed in the garden and
didn’t hit number 10 directly; otherwise I wouldn’t be standing
here today.”
Lord O’Donnell took a range of thoughtful, intelligent and
pertinent questions from our students on both political and
global subjects such as Brexit, the possible implications on the
UK leaving the free trade union, US President Donald Trump,
the Northern Ireland border question and, (with particular
significance to some of our 6th formers), whether or not ‘Drill’
music should be banned by the Government.
The ex-Salesian pupil left current students with the following
piece of advice to consider: “... pay careful attention to those
who are honest to you ...”
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St Thomas More, Bexleyheath, Receive Gold Award
St Thomas More Catholic Primary school in Bexleyheath has
been awarded Gold by Unicef UK’s Rights Respecting School
programme.
Unicef is the world’s leading organisation working for children
and their rights. The Rights Respecting Schools Award is
granted to schools that show commitment to promoting and
realising children’s rights and encouraging adults, children and
young people to respect the rights of others in school. Gold is
the highest accolade given by Unicef UK and shows a deep and
thorough commitment to children’s rights at all levels of school
life. There are over 400 schools across England, Scotland,
Northern Ireland and Wales that have received Gold.
Headteacher of St Thomas More Catholic Primary Mrs
Doran-Hannon said “Over the last 8 years of headship I can
honestly say that this is the pinnacle award we have achieved
as a school. Being a Rights Respecting School underpins the
distinctly Catholic ethos of the school and everything that we
strive for, it is the golden thread that brings everything together.
We are sharing our accreditation report with our school
community to highlight the importance of putting children’s
rights at the heart of the school and to say thank you to everyone
who has made this possible.”

Unicef UK Rights Respecting Schools Programme Director,
Frances Bestley, said: “We are very pleased to be awarding St
Thomas More Catholic Primary a Gold Award. It is clear that
the whole school has embraced a culture based on the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. St Thomas More is a very
inclusive school where children report feeling valued and safe.
Pupils also have many genuine opportunities to have their views
heard and influence key aspect of school life, in turn creating
a positive learning environment. It was also clear that children
had an excellent grasp of children’s rights and social justice, and
so did school staff, parents, carers and the school’s governors.
Everyone should be very proud of their achievement.”
The Unicef UK Rights Respecting Schools initiative is aimed at
schools across the UK, including those in an early years setting.
This year the programme has received additional support from
The People’s Postcode Lottery. This vital funding is helping
Unicef UK continue its work with over 4500 primary schools,
secondary schools, schools for children and young people
with special educational needs and pupil referral units across
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Schools have
reported a positive impact on pupil behaviour, relationships and
well-being by enhancing pupil’s self-esteem, leading to less
truancy and bullying, better learning and improved academic
standards.

St John’s, Rotherhithe, Performs at Queen Elizabeth Hall
At St John’s Catholic School in Rotherhithe during the summer term there were many opportunities for the children who
enjoy music to perform. A group of pupils performed in a
Violin Concert for parents and children and played a variety of
pieces of music on their violins. The audience enjoyed listening to them play both classical pieces and modern music from
films.

Also, a group of pupils performed on stage for the Southwark
Splash Show 2018 at the Queen Elizabeth Hall where they
sang as part of a large choir. Performing at such a prestigious
venue was most exciting for the performers and the friends
and family members in the audience! It was a
spectacular show!
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Ursuline High School Celebrates 64% A*/B at A-Level
Congratulations to Ursuline students who sustained
their outstanding progress from GCSE to A Level
achieving the highest standards at ‘A’ level and all post
16 qualifications. 64% % achieved A*-B, 90 % A*-C,
100% A*-E.
Adapting to the new ‘A’ Levels has been challenging and
students have risen to the new demands with excellent
support and guidance from subject teachers and the
sixth form team. Governors, Senior Leaders and staff
are proud of all students’ well-earned achievements and
their chosen destinations.
41% of students are heading off to Russell Group Universities while 45% are heading to top 30 Sutton Trust. Three girls have
won places at Oxbridge. Courses students have chosen include Engineering, English Literature, Philosophy, Geophysics, History,
Accounting, Medicine, Politics, Adult Nursing, Audiology, Linguistics, Neuroscience, Politics, Business, Zoology, Midwifery, Primary
Education, Modern Languages, Sports Science, Law, Computer Games.

Bishop Thomas Grant School Students Make the Grade Yet Again
This year’s A Level and BTEC students at Bishop Thomas Grant
School are celebrating again as another top set of results has
secured their places at top universities.
Last year’s record A*-B score at A Level has improved from
58% to 63%, with the overall pass rate A*-E at a massive 99%.
On the alternative route to university via BTEC the pass rate
was 100%, with D*/D scores remaining constant at 96%.
Sean Cobb will now take up his place at Magdalene College,
Cambridge, to read Geography. Interestingly, Sean actually sat
his Geography GCSE as an extra subject with lessons before
school. “it was worth it in the end!” he commented. Imelda
Vitenu has secured her place to study Medicine at Manchester
University and Tia Bell, with straight As in her subjects, will be
the first student from the school to study Veterinary Medical
Science – at Surrey University. Sebastian Aparicio will study
Medicine at University College, London. Other high achievers,
all with A*A*A are Chiara Alfonso, (Chiara has a place at
Bath University to study Economics), Romy Patrick (History,

Durham), Joshua Hunt (Leeds, Mechanical Engineering) and
Robeyel Kidane (University College, London, Biochemistry).
This year much results day publicity has centred on the growing
popularity of BTEC courses and a whole class of students have
won places at St Mary’s University in Twickenham to study
Sports Science, having achieved top grades on their BTEC
course. These include Laurence De Saa-Perrin, Ilona Iwan,
Lorenzo Lobo, Carina Sousa Rodrigues and Megan Murphy,
who was named last month as BTEC Student of the Year.
Anthony Laza from the same Sports Science group will go on
to the University of Central Lancashire to study Sports Therapy.
Bishop Thomas Grant School Headteacher Ms Boyle, herself
a Geographer like student Sean Cobb, was pleased with
this year’s set of results and commented: “With increased
competition for places at good universities, I am so pleased
that our students have yet again produced the goods –
thanks must go to all involved here – parents, governors and
particularly the staff for a great team effort. Well done to all!”
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Virgo Fidelis Achieve Excellent GCSE Results
Excellent GCSE results at Virgo Fidelis this year show that the
school’s commitment to drive up standards is really working.
Girls were delighted with their GCSEs which show a massive
improvement with especially top rate results in STEM subjects.
This is such an accolade in a girls’ only environment.
In spite of the fact that these GCSEs are more rigorous and
demanding than ever before, the girls rose to the challenge and
consequently were very successful indeed.
Even though the new Government measures mean that level
9s at GCSE are virtually unattainable, many Virgo students
still managed to do exactly that, including Amy Cheung who

achieved 7 level 9s across a range of subjects, as well as
Tahreem Sattar who got 6. The staff were keen to praise girls
such as Saanvi Gupta who only arrived in the UK from India
in December 2017, having not studied any of the appropriate
specifications before, yet she still achieved 11 GCSEs including
3 level 8s and 2 level 9s!
The new Headteacher, Mrs Meyer, said “The girls should be
truly proud of themselves. These results are wonderful and
clearly show what can be done with hard work and a sustained
academic focus. The school will go from strength to strength
and I feel privileged to be working with the community here.
Well done to all!

Visit by Archbishop Peter Smith to St Thomas’, Canterbury
Archbishop Peter Smith visited
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary
School in Canterbury on Friday 5th
October 2018, to celebrate the
official opening of the school’s new
classrooms.
The morning began with mass in the
school hall, where the Archbishop
was joined by local clergy, governors,
pupils and families, to celebrate the
start of a new school year. During
the mass, children led on readings,
offertory and altar serving – children
were to be commended for their
singing and overall participation.

Before mass concluded, Miss Lisa
D’Agostini (Headteacher) took to the
lectern to talk about a special award
being presented by the Archbishop
to Mrs Marion Nash. Mrs Nash has
devoted 30 years of service to St
Thomas’ Catholic Primary School as
a Governor – the last 20 years were
served as Chair of Governors. During
the summer, Mrs Nash decided
to call time on being a Governor
and so the school, along with the
Archdiocese, decided to mark her
dedication and commitment to the
school and parish life, with a special
diocesan award.

Archbishop Peter Smith and Mrs Marion Nash officially opened the new classrooms by cutting a ribbon and a plaque was installed
to mark the occasion. In attendance for this short ceremony were representatives of the many agencies involved, including the
Education Commission for the Archdiocese of Southwark who secured the funding and Faithorn Farrell Timms who were the
project’s Architect and Agent.
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The school expressed their thanks and gratitude to both agencies for their help and support with the building project and extended
this to Lowrie Brothers based in Ashford, who were the main contractor. Archbishop Peter Smith was given a tour of the new building
and blessed the classrooms with holy water.
After several years of planning for replacement classrooms, building work was finally completed before the summer holidays and
children moved into the new building this September. The modern timber cladded building offers two large and spacious classrooms,
as well as additional toilets, storage and meeting space. Further works are expected to begin within the school over the next few
weeks including a linked walkway connecting the main school building to the new modular building, as well as a redesigning of the
school’s upper floor to create a multi-functional space to enrich learning across the curriculum.

Artsmark Gold Award
St Philomena’s received a prestigious Gold Artsmark Award. Artsmark
is Arts Council England’s award for schools that champion the arts and
strive for excellence. It celebrates schools that embrace the arts across the
curriculum, bringing them to life for children and young people.
In order to become an Artsmark school, St Philomena’s had to develop their
arts and culture further. This was achieved by creating an overall plan that
was committed to and delivered across the whole school.
St Philomena’s was supported by A New Direction in planning and
developing their initial objectives. A New Direction worked alongside the
school at various stages to support their Artsmark Award achievement. As
an Artsmark school, St Philomena’s gained access to exceptional networks
and resources from some of the most treasured cultural organisations in the
country, which helped to strengthen and deliver their arts provision. Through
Artsmark, St Philomena’s will continue to incorporate art and culture into
every student’s life, learning, knowledge and understanding, helping them
to build skills, resilience, confidence and character.
On receiving the Award, Head of Art Mr Devenish said: “We’re extremely
proud of achieving our Artsmark Gold Award. We are committed to delivering
a high quality art and cultural education and we look forward to continue to
grow with Artsmark.”
Darren Henley, Chief Executive of Arts Council England, said: “I would like to congratulate St Philomena’s on their Artsmark
Award. As an Artsmark school, St Philomena’s exemplifies how the Award can help schools to achieve a broad and balanced
curriculum, ensuring that each of its students is given the opportunity to explore and build a love of the arts that will remain with

The Animals That Help us Were Blessed
The animals that help us were blessed, including Sherlock the
Firedog, Skipper, a Hearing Dog for the deaf, Little Dorritt,
a therapy dog, ducks and chickens, two Metropolitan Police
horses and three Royal Life Guard horses. At the end of
the service, Tiana and Hasna helped release doves which

concluded the proceedings beautifully. Some pupils from
Notre Dame, Southwark have been invited back to sing at
the Armistice Service to remember 100 years since the end of
WW1 and also a Candlelight Carol Service in the Chapel at St
Thomas’ hospital.
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St John’s, Gravesend, Participates in Erasmus Project
Kent County Council, together with partners in Sweden and
Belgium were successful in securing funding from Erasmus
Plus to run a project to exchange practice between educational
establishments supporting children and young people migrating
into and across Europe. Different European countries have
different ways of creating intercultural competence. Today,
the need to exchange and share experiences is crucial on
issues regarding the mapping of the student’s previous school
experiences, learning processes based on previous school
experience, the methodology of work and the guidance to
inclusion. This two year project consisted of a series of study
visits and local dissemination activities between the partner
organisations.
St John’s was invited to participate in the project and on the
7th March 2017 teachers from Sweden, Belgium and Kent
visited our school to share experiences about inclusion of
young newcomers to our country.
In September 2017 Ola and Katie were invited to take part
in the study visit to Brussels for five days, where they were
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able to visit different school settings and analyse and observe
the methodology and tools that are used to teach Dutch as
a second language. After each day, all the participants,
including Ola and Katie, completed the draft of the final
report, where a SWOT analysis took place, based on wise to
do’s GLL. On the final day of the visit the report was produced
and sent to the steering group.
In October 2017, Ola attended the steering group meeting,
where she had to present the report to the members of the
steering group.
In February 2018, Ola took part in another study visit in
Antwerp, where she observed and analysed the guidance for
the young newcomers in Europe.
In September 2018, Ola and Katie were invited to the final
conference in Sweden, where the findings were presented to
educational practitioners from across Europe. They were also
asked to lead a workshop on the methodology and tools.

