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Arts Week at St Thomas Becket Catholic Primary School
The four seasons were the inspiration for this year’s Arts Week at St Thomas Becket Catholic Primary School, culminating in an Arts 
and Music Exhibition for parents and friends of the school’s pupils. The children were introduced to a range of music genres and the 
works of Art Nouveau artists Alphonse Mucha, Louis Comfort Tiffany and Antoni Gaudí.

Each class at the school produced a large piece of artwork or sculpture along with their chosen musical piece to showcase the amazing 
and diverse talent of all the children.

Also proudly exhibited was a full size ‘Tree of Life’ sculpture, created by the members of the School Council and made entirely from 
recycled plastics to bring attention to the use of plastics and their impact on the environment. Plastic bottles formed the tree’s trunk 
and branches, with plastic straws also used for branches and twigs and plastic carrier bags cut to create the colourful leaves. The 
children hoped their powerful use of art would encourage everyone who viewed the tree to REUSE, RECYCLE and REDUCE their own 
plastics.

The children and staff at the school were delighted at how warmly the exhibition was received by the many people who attended.
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The John Fisher School visits Rome
During the pre-Easter School holiday 16 students from The John 
Fisher School in Purley went to Rome with their chaplain Fr James 
Clark and Mr Barry (RE teacher). It was a fantastic opportunity 
for students from across the year groups to experience so many 
different aspects of the ancient city. Fr James was the tour guide 
to answer questions and explain everything from Classical History 
to Church History and to modern European current affairs. 

At St Peter’s Basilica the group celebrated Mass with some 
American pilgrims, who were impressed with our student’s 
reverence and behaviour. 

The dynamic season of Lent was celebrated at Bishop Thomas Grant School in several ways; 
from the distribution of Ashes to simple but effective liturgies for each and every member of 
the school community to encourage individuals to reflect on the traditions of the Christian 
Church, especially Fasting, Prayer and Alms Giving (charity). 

In order to give students the autonomy to focus on one aspect of their daily lives that they 
hoped to enhance, or pursue, students received a triangular piece of card to anonymously 
compose a thought for lent. The cards were collected and formed lenten bunting, which 
adorned several areas of the school, from the Reception to the Chapel and into the Hall. 
Over 1000 ‘flags’ were created and they remained in school until we returned after the Easter 
break. 

Fr James gave a tour of the Basilica pointing out stories of various Saints; the famous Pieta by Michelangelo, the tomb of St John 
Paul 2nd (the first Polish Pope). After the tour they climbed up to the dome of the roof, all 320 steps!

On the Wednesday we joined thousands of people to see Pope Francis and to listen to his advice. The group later visited the 
Venerable English College and met some of our future priests. They saw frescoes in the seminary chapel depicting the martyrdoms 
of St Fisher & St Thomas More and they prayed at the tomb of former students who died during the Reformation.

During a guided tour of the Vatican museum they saw the famous Sistine Chapel where each of the popes are elected during the 
conclaves. They learnt about the tumultuous relationship between the artists Raphael and Michelangelo who worked for the Pope, 
and how in the end Raphael learnt to respect the talent of his adversary.  An incredible four days with amazing restaurants and 
ice-cream parlours for all to enjoy!

Throughout Lent, the early morning voluntary Masses were very well attended, with pupils composing the Prayers of Intercession 
that often reflected their Lenten commitments or intentions. 

The culmination of Bishop Thomas Grant’s Lenten journey were liturgies and assemblies after which, one pupil’s comment was 
quite striking: “I have never really taken on, that Jesus as a human, walked from the Praetorium to Golgotha carrying a chunk 
of wood. He really was a victim of injustice and corruption. I actually get it now – what he did”. To me, that comment was as 
important as any ‘Oscar’ for a performance so to speak.

Bishop Thomas Grant School has moved along the road of life with the community trying to make a difference, especially in 
their charity work. Many did ‘give things up’ but equally some gave to others money they had saved. And so we arrived at Easter 
enriched with the Spirit, continuing a faith-filled journey, into our final term of the academic year. 

Notre Dame Recieve Letter from Minister of State
Notre Dame RC Girls’ School was very 
pleased to receive  a letter from the Minister 
of State for School Standards congratulating 
us on our excellent Progress 8 score and 
also on our school’s high level of GCSE 
language entries which is 98%. 

The Right Honourable Nick Gibb MP said 
“I would like to congratulate you and your 
staff and pupils on the outstanding progress 

your pupils are making and your schools 
high level of GCSE language entry in 2018. 
Your schools progress eight score of 0.6, 
which is well above the national average, 
shows that you are amongst the top 10% of 
state funded mainstream schools in terms 
of the progress your pupils make between 
Key stage two and the end of key stage four, 
using the progress eight measure.”
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St Fidelis is on Cloud 9
In April 2019, St Fidelis Catholic Primary was ‘Highly 
Commended’ by a panel of judges representing the London 
Grid for Learning for the ‘Cloud Transformation Category’, for 
their use of G-suite. The school was delighted to be recognised 
as being at the forefront of innovation in the use of classroom 
technology across the whole of London. 

St Fidelis has made rapid, sweeping changes to its entire systems 
to work within the G-Suite for Education.  The whole school has 
adopted G-Suite for Education to host documents, presentations 
and reports which has enabled greater access and collaboration 
across pupils, staff and the governing body.  

Career Mark Quality Gold Award 2019 for St Philomena’s 
School
St Philomena’s High School has been successful 
in achieving the Careers Mark Gold Award. It 
recognises excellence in Careers, Employability 
and Enterprise and is now linked to the new 
Gatsby Benchmarks.  A report is produced 
to evidence managing and delivering CEIAG 
(Careers, Education, Information, Advice & 
Guidance). 

An internal audit of careers related activities and 
curriculum learning linked to careers around the 
school was gathered to help populate the report 
and an external assessor came to school to meet 

students across the year groups and to view the 
Careers facilities and resources to assess the 
quality of provision. This is a great achievement. 
Research shows that if young people have three 
plus meaningful experiences with employers 
in their school life it is highly linked to lead to 
employability success after school.  

Ms Noone, Headteacher commented on her 
delight with the outcome, as CEIAG needs to be 
an important area of focus in a young person’s 
life.

Chromebooks have had a dramatic impact on learning in Key Stage 2, with 
children using Google classroom to collaborate with their peers, for example 
making use of the tools in Google Docs to peer assess each other’s written 
work.  
Interaction between teacher and pupils has been further strengthened 
through the use of Classflow which allows the teacher to share flipchart 
pages and receive back responses from every child. As a consequence, 
learning and teaching has become increasingly dynamic and responsive to 
the individual needs of pupils.

Feast of St George 2019 at St George’s Cathedral Catholic 
Primary School
This year we celebrated St George’s Day on 
the first day back to school after the Easter 
holidays. The children were invited to wear red 
and white clothes and take part in a surprise 
event. Miss Philips spent all weekend making 
this wonderful St George’s Flag complete with 
a green dragon from 228 cupcakes plus extra 
for the staff. 

We also had a whole day visit from Zoo for 
You who brought along a selection of pets 
including a meerkat, tree frog, rat, parrot, 
lizard and a snake. Each class spent 30 
minutes with the animals and were given the 
opportunity to handle them if they wished. 
After a traditional lunch prepared by the 
catering team the children worked it all off 
during an afternoon disco.
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St Cecilia’s Catholic Primary School in North Cheam held a 
‘sleep out’ 
On Friday 26th April a group of children from St Cecilia’s 
Catholic Primary School in North Cheam held a ‘sleep out’ 
in the school playground to raise awareness of homelessness 
and donations for Croydon Nightwatch, raising over £1,050 in 
the process. To make the experience more realistic they were 
visited by teachers, some gave them food and drink whilst 
others were less hospitable and moved them on! The children 
had prepared for their experience, developing stories of how 
they ended up homeless and living on the street. The whole 
experience was very moving for all involved.  

“It felt scary at first but, afterwards we got used to it and we 
felt like we were actually experiencing being homeless,” said 
Amelia.

“I feel it was a life changing experience because we got to 
experience how some people are living today” said Theo.

Parents joined them for a soup kitchen in the hall followed 
by prayer and reflection led by the school Chaplains. The 
children’s prayers included a greater understanding into the 
effects and needs of homelessness, the charities working with 

homeless people and the family and friends worrying about 
them.
 
This event was held in collaboration with WE Day which the 
children attended in March at Wembley Arena, thousands of 
children gathered together and pledged to make a difference 
for the future. The event, attended by the Duke and Duchess 
of Sussex encouraged the children from St Cecilia’s to get 
involved and raise funds for a good local cause.  We Day is 
a celebration of young people coming together to make a 
difference in their local and global communities. The purpose 
is to look outside of themselves and focus on doing good 
works for others, within their community and wider world.  The 
charity uses a very appropriate slogan - From ME to WE!
 
Some of this money will be used to make up emergency packs 
for homeless people and the rest will be given to the charity to 
use as they wish.  Nightwatch volunteers are out each night in 
the centre of Croydon giving food and other help to homeless 
and other vulnerable people. They can be found at 9.30pm in 
the Queen’s Gardens, by Fell Road.

Tercentenary Celebrations in St Joseph’s College, Beulah Hill
This year, 2019, marks the 300th 
anniversary of Saint John Baptist de La 
Salle’s (Patron Saint of Teachers and 
founder of the Institute of the Brothers 
of the Christian Schools) entry into 
eternal life and celebrates the impact 
of the mission he started. Saint John 
Baptist de La Salle’s mission, to provide 
a human and Christian education, 
especially the poor, remains strong. 
Today, the Brothers and Lasallian 
Partners are serving more than 
one million young people in 1,000 
ministries in 80 countries. In honor of 
this, the Holy See has declared 2019 a 
Jubilee Year.

On the 6th of April 2019, St Joseph’s 
College, Beulah Hill was proud to 
host the GB & Jersey Tercentenary 
Celebrations. The College welcomed 
students, teachers and representatives 
from all ten Lasallian Trust and 

Associate schools in Great Britain and 
Jersey. The day consisted of key note 
speeches and music, mindfulness, 
singing and art workshops for young 
people and adults alike. These 
workshops were led by the St Cassian’s 
Community from Knitbury. The day 
ended with Mass which was celebrated 
by Archbishop Peter Smith with Bishop 
David McGough. 

The lasting message of the day can be 
summed up by the words of our Founder 
when he said, “You can perform 
miracles in regard both yourselves and 
your work by an entire fidelity to grace, 
not letting any movement of grace go 
by without corresponding with it; and 
by touching the hearts of children 
entrusted to your care,” 
(J.B. De La Salle, Meditation 180.3). 
Live Jesus in our hearts; Forever!
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Richard Challoner School wins national awards for performance
Richard Challoner School in New Malden has been recognised 
nationally for its excellent results in 2018 based on data from 
the Department for Education and Ofsted, analysed by SSAT, 
the Schools, Students and Teachers’ network. Richard Challoner 
School was found to be among the best performing secondary 
schools in the country, receiving two awards for being in the 
top 10% of non-selective schools nationally for attainment and 
progress.

The SSAT Educational Outcomes database compares all state-
funded schools in England and the highest performing schools 
for a range of key measures are awarded SSAT Educational 
Outcomes Awards. Richard Challoner School will be presented 
with their award during the summer term at a ceremony attended 
by winners from across the region.

Mr Sean Maher, Headteacher of Richard Challoner School, commented: “We are hugely proud of this achievement. Receiving 
these awards once again is a wonderful affirmation of all the hard work of students, staff and parents to ensure that all our 
students, whatever their background or academic ability, achieve their full potential. When we see that boys are significantly 
under-performing compared to girls on all national measures, it is truly wonderful to see the results the students achieve at our 
fully comprehensive boys’ school year after year.”

Sue Williamson, Chief Executive of SSAT said: “I am delighted that Richard Challoner School has won two Educational Outcomes 
Awards. This recognises one important aspect of the school’s work but at SSAT we believe an outstanding school has deep social 
justice at the heart of its plan; it subjects that plan to constant challenge and innovation; and it liberates teachers to perform 
brilliantly in the classroom. SSAT is pleased to recognise the quality of leadership and the hard work of all staff to ensure the 
success of every child. A big thank you and well done to students, parents, staff and governors.” 

Year 6, 10 and 11 Exams Service- St Matthew Academy
The sun was shining in to the main hall where a warm welcome 
by Deacon Javier greeted staff, Year 6, 10 and 11 pupils for a 
special Academy Exams Service on Friday 10th May. This is the 
first year that Year 10 would also be sitting their RE GCSE with 
Year 11 so the service adopted an added special significance. 

A rosary awaited pupils in Year 6 and 11 respectively, whilst a 
special card was received by all pupils – a copy of a ‘Don’t quit’ 
card, which contains a prayer encouraging pupils to always stay 
positive. Pupils have been seen across the Academy donning 
their rosaries and even using as a form of popular piety. 

Mr Charlery and a few members of the Glee choir performed 
‘Glory’ at the service. The song with a contemporary twist was 
certainly well received by the audience. 

Biblical readings and bidding prayers were read by pupils all 
reflecting on the power and love of God and the impact it has 
in our lives. Deacon Javier reflecting on the Gospel told pupils 
‘Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, 
a hundred times more than was sown’ was the message in the 
Gospel. Deacon Javier reminded pupils “You are beginning a 
new phase of a journey – remember, be diligent in your work, 
prepare well, be open to accepting God in your lives and you 

shall always prosper.”

Several pupils at the primary and secondary phase led a lovely 
service of lights and reflection led by Miss Toprak, whilst two 
Year 10 pupils presented a poem entitled ‘I believe.’ Head of 
School Ms Baldwin delivered a moving address to noting the 
hard work and dedication put in by both staff and pupils. 

After the service, Year 11 pupils walked across to the fields 
where Director of Learning Mr Lee reflected on the pupils’ 
academic journey in the last year. Pupils were invited to make 
a wish or hold a personal reflection before releasing balloons 
into the blue skies of Blackheath. Accompanied by laughs and 
gasps, I am sure the pupils’ wishes will be received by the Lord 
in Heaven. 

A massive thank you to all readers in the service, staff that 
supported in blowing up two hundred balloons, Mr Charlery and 
the choir and Deacon Javier for leading a wonderful service. 
The pupils were truly grateful for the service and the rosaries. 
The pupils are in good stead to be successful in their summer 
examinations after the blessing given by Deacon Javier at the 
service.


